CENTRAL CHURCH CONFESSION OF FAITH

Scripture

We believe that the Bible is God’s written revelation to man, and thus, the 66 books of the Bible given to
us by the Holy Spirit constitute the plenary (inspired equally in all parts) Word of God.* The books of
Scripture recognized as authoritative and as divine revelation from God are listed in Appendix 2.

. We believe the Word of God is an objective, propositional revelation, verbally inspired in every word,
absolutely inerrant in the original documents, infallible, and God-breathed. We teach the literal (plain
sense), grammatical-historical interpretation of Scripture.?

We believe the Bible, as God’s Word, is incapable of error. It stands as the sole, infallible standard for all
areas of life and godliness, providing trustworthy guidance in every sphere, including theology, marriage,
family, work, church, relationships, moral and ethical living, health, cultural engagement, finances, and
civic responsibility.?

We believe that God spoke in His written Word through dual authorship. The Holy Spirit superintended
human authors so that through their individual personalities and different styles of writing, they composed
and recorded God’s Word for man without error, in whole or in part.*

. We believe that, whereas there may be several applications of any given passage of Scripture, there is but
one true interpretation. The meaning of Scripture is to be found as one diligently applies the literal (plain
sense), grammatical-historical method of interpretation under the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. It is
believers' responsibility to carefully ascertain the true intent and meaning of Scripture, recognizing that
proper application is binding on all generations. Yet the truth of Scripture stands in judgment of men;
never do men stand in judgment of it.

. We believe the canon of Scripture is closed, consisting of the 66 Old and New Testament books. These
books alone are divinely inspired, and no additional writings or revelations are to be added or considered
equal to or authoritative alongside them. The canon is complete, and all that is necessary for life, faith, and
godliness has been provided through these Scriptures.®

. We deny the validity of interpretive models that deviate from the literal (plain sense), grammatical-
historical method, including but not limited to allegorical, mystical, or reader-response approaches that
impose subjective meanings upon the text. These methods undermine the clarity, authority, and intended
message of Scripture. Though Scripture uses figurative language and symbolism, it is sinful to interpret
such passages in a way that departs from the author’s intended meaning. We affirm that the Holy Spirit
illuminates the one true interpretation intended by God, accessible through careful and faithful study.’
Approved translations for teaching must be faithful to the original languages, reflect authorial intent, and
be written in clear, widely understood language. The Elder Board and Pastoral Staff shall unanimously
adopt and maintain a Bible Translation Policy outlining preferred translations, acceptable alternatives, and
limited use of others for scholarly or special purposes.

11 Cor 2:7-14; 2 Pet 1:20-21.

21 Cor 2:13; 1 Thess 2:13; 2 Tim 3:16-17.

3 ps 119:105; John 17:17; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:3; 1 John 4:1.

4 Jer 1:9; Acts 1:16; Heb 1:1-2; 2 Pet 1:20-21.

5 ps 1:1-2; John 12:48; Acts 17:11; Col 2:6-8; 2 Tim 2:15; Heb 4:12-13.
% Prov 30:5-6; Gal 1:8-9; 2 Tim 3:16-17; Jude 1:3; Rev 22:18-19.

" Neh 8:8; Ps 119:18; John 16:13.



God

One God, Three Persons
We believe there is only one true and living God—a personal, intelligent, and loving spirit—whose name
is Yahweh. God is the eternal Maker, Preserver, and Ruler of heaven and earth. He is inexpressibly
glorious in holiness and righteousness. He is infinite in all perfections, without any darkness in Him. In the
unity of the Godhead, there are three persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—equal in every
divine perfection and without division of nature, essence, or being. Each person of the Godhead has
distinct personal attributes and fulfills unique but harmonious roles in the great work of redemption. God is
all-powerful, all-present, and all-knowing. His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and
future, including the decisions of His willing creatures. To Him, we owe the highest love, reverence, and
obedience.?

God the Father
God the Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the stream of
human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving, and all-
wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. He is
fatherly in His attitude toward all men.®

God the Son
The Son of God is the second person of the Trinity. As the divine Word, He is not created or made but
coeternal, sharing in the same singular divine nature as the Father and the Spirit. In His incarnation, the
eternal Word added to Himself human nature with its demands and necessities and identified Himself
completely with mankind yet without sin. Jesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary. As God with us, Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, honoring the divine law by
His personal obedience. In His substitutionary death on the cross, He made provision for the redemption of
men from sin. He rose from the dead in a glorified body and appeared to His disciples as the same person
who had been with them before His crucifixion. He ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right
hand of the Father, where He is the one Mediator—truly God, truly man—in whom reconciliation between
God and humanity is accomplished. He will return in power and glory to judge the world and to
consummate His redemptive mission. As the head of the Church, He is always present with His people and
intercedes for us as our ever-present Lord.0

God the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is fully divine and fully personal. Through human agency, He inspired the holy Scriptures.
Through illumination, He enables humanity to understand Scripture. He exalts Christ. He convicts
humanity of sin, righteousness, and judgment. He calls sinners to the Savior and regenerates them, making

8 Deut 6:4: Isa 6:3; 45:5-6; Matt 28:19; John 4:24: 1 John 1:5.
9 Pss 145:9; 103:13; Matt 6:9; Jas 1:17; 1 John 3:1.
10| yke 1:34-35; 24:39; John 1:1-3, 14; 1 Cor 15:3—4; Phil 2:6-8; Heb 1:3; 4:15.



them born-again, new creations in Christ. At the moment of regeneration, He baptizes every believer into
the body of Christ. He cultivates Christian character, comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual gifts by
which they serve God through His Church. The Holy Spirit also seals the believer for the day of final
redemption. His presence in the Christian’s life is the guarantee that God will bring the believer into full
conformity with the image of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in worship,
evangelism, and service.!

Creation

We teach that God, by the word of His power, created from nothing the heavens and the earth and all that
is in them in six literal twenty-four-hour days. He specially created man and woman and defined marriage
as a lifelong covenant between one man and one woman. He further preserves and governs all His
creatures and all their actions according to His most holy, wise, and powerful providence.*?

We also affirm the Creator-creation distinction, affirming that God is wholly distinct from His creation.
While He is intimately involved in sustaining and governing it, creation is neither a part of God nor an
extension of His essence. We reject pantheism, which claims that all is God, and panentheism, which
asserts that God is in all things. Instead, we affirm that God is transcendent, self-sufficient, and eternally
existent apart from His creation, though He is also immanently present within it by His sustaining power.*3

Man

The Creation & Nature of Man

1.

We believe God directly and immediately created man in His image and likeness. God formed the first
man from the dust of the earth and breathed life into him, and then He made the first woman from the
man’s side. Both Adam and Eve were created good, free from sin, and equally dignified as image-bearers
of God. We believe God created men and women as unique yet complementary image-bearers, each
possessing rationality, will, language, emotional and relational capacities, creativity, and moral
responsibility to God. People of all ethnicities are descendants of Adam and Eve and made equally in the
image of God.**

We deny that man’s soul eternally existed and that God formed humanity by adding a body to a pre-
existing spirit. We also deny that humanity is the product of evolutionary development or that man has the
independence to exist and live apart from their Creator.™

Male & Female Distinctions

1.

We believe God made humanity only male and female, declaring distinctions between them very good.
God created man and woman as male and female in both body and soul, with man having XY
chromosomes and woman having XX chromosomes. While the effects of sin may result in intersex
conditions or identity confusion, these do not negate God’s intentional design of male and female. Those

11 John 3:5-6; 16:7-14; Acts 5:3-4; 1 Cor 2:12-13; 12:4-13; Eph 1:13-14; 2 Pet 1:21.
12 Gen 1:1, 26-27, 31; 2:24; Exod 20:11; Neh 9:6; Ps 33:6-9; Heb 11:3.

13 pgg 90:2; 113:5-6; Isa 66:1-2; Acts 17:24-25; Rom 1:20; Col 1:16-17.

14 Gen 1:26-27; 2:7, 21-23; 5:1-2; Ps 8:5; Eccl 7:29; 1 Cor 11:7-9; 1 Tim 2:13-14.

15 Ecel 12:7; Zech 12:1; John 1:3; Acts 17:24-25; Col 1:16-17.



2.

who struggle with intersex conditions or identity confusion remain entirely made in God’s image and are
to be loved and cared for with compassion, dignity, and biblical truth.®

We deny that sex and gender are separate categories, that more than two genders exist, or that gender is
determined by self-perception, preference, or subjective experience. We also deny that intersex conditions
or identity confusion justify transgender ideology. Bodily mutilation or hormone therapy can never alter
one’s biological sex or ethnicity or transform a person into anything other than human (e.g., identifying as
an animal). Additionally, we deny that a biological male can possess a female soul or that a biological
female can possess a male soul. God designed body and soul to exist in harmony, corresponding to one’s
biological sex as either male or female.’

The Value of All Human Life

1.

We believe that God ordained human life to sexually reproduce according to its kind. Human life,
endowed with personhood and bearing the image of God, begins at the moment of conception when the
male sperm fertilizes the female egg. From that moment on, all human life, including life in the womb, is
deserving of dignity, care, and protection. The murder or disregard of a human life is a grievous sin,
whether inside or outside the womb. While murder begins in the heart, it is acted out by a biblically
unsanctioned killing of a human being. We acknowledge that taking life in war or through established
justice systems is distinct from murder, as it operates under the authority God has granted to governments
to bear the sword for justice and the protection of society.®

We deny that human personhood and value are conferred at any point after conception—whether after
birth, during a specific trimester, or based on any qualification other than conception. We also deny that
any biological defects or health conditions diminish the inherent worth or dignity of a developing human
life, which remains fully deserving of protection as an image-bearer of God. We deny that abortion, during
any trimester, is ever morally acceptable, regardless of the baby’s health, stage of development, or the
parent’s life circumstances, aspirations, and beliefs.

Man’s Purpose

1.

We believe God created man to know, worship, and glorify Him. While men and women are given unique
vocations and callings, humanity’s ultimate purpose is to love God, love others as ourselves, and steward
creation under God’s authority.!®

We deny that man has the authority to define humanity’s purpose and moral obligations for themselves.?

Marriage as God’s Institution

1.

We believe marriage is a sacred institution ordained by God as the union of one man and one woman in a
covenant relationship. As God’s institution, “marriage” has one unchangeable meaning that all cultures
and governments must submit to. As a picture of Christ and His Church, marriage is one of God’s greatest
gifts to humanity for our blessing, companionship, procreation, and joy. We believe that legally
established marriages between one man and one woman are legitimate marriages, regardless of their faith.

16 Gen 1:27; 2:18-25; Matt 19:4-6, 12; Mark 10:6-9; Rom 8:20-23; 1 Cor 11:7-12.

7 Gen 1:27; Deut 22:5; Ps 51:5; Rom 1:26-27; 1 Cor 11:14-15.

18 Gen 1:28; 9:6; Exod 21:22-25; Deut 32:39; Ps 139:13-16; Isa 44:2; Jer 1:5; Matt 5:21-22; Rom 13:1-4.
19 Gen 1:26-28; Isa 43:6-7; Mic 6:8; Matt 22:37-39; 1 Cor 10:31; Eph 2:10; Rev 4:11.

20 Gen 1:26-28; Ps 24:1-2; Prov 14:12; Rom 9:20-21.



2.

However, professing believers are called to marry only those who share their faith in Christ. Where a valid
marriage has been established prior to coming to faith in Christ, the couple should remain married.?

We deny that marriage is a human invention or that any culture or government can redefine it. We deny
that marriage can ever be legitimately defined as a union with oneself, with multiple partners, with
someone of the same sex, or with anything non-human. We also deny that prolonged cohabitation is
equivalent to marriage or establishes a legitimate marriage.??

Marriage Roles

1.

We believe that the husband, as head of his wife, is called to lead, self-sacrifice, and serve her in
submission to God’s authority, while the wife is called to support, nurture, and submit to her husband as
unto the Lord. The Fall introduced distortions into the marriage relationship, leading husbands to abdicate
responsibility or lead harshly and leading wives to resist their husbands’ leadership. Only through Christ’s
redemption can husbands and wives live in harmony, fulfilling God’s design for marriage.?

We deny that a woman can be the head of her husband in marriage or that men and women lack distinct,
God-given roles. We also deny that a husband’s headship is unqualified; his leadership must be in
submission to God, and he must sacrifice himself for his wife’s growth and well-being in Christ. Likewise,
a wife’s submission to her husband is not unqualified; when he leads sinfully, she must submit to God
rather than man. Furthermore, we deny that headship implies superiority or that submission suggests
inferiority. Husband and wife are equal in value and importance in the home, society, and the church.?

Sexual Ethics

1.

2.

We believe God established sexual activity exclusively for the confines of marriage between one man and
one woman as a means of oneness, intimacy, and procreation. The Bible warns against all forms of sexual
immorality, including but not limited to adultery, premarital fornication, masturbation, pornography,
polygamy, homosexuality, same-sex attraction, bisexual or polyamorous activity, transgenderism,
transvestism, rape, incest, pedophilia, and sex with non-humans (e.g., animals, robots, avatars). All sexual
desires and activities outside the parameters of a biblically defined marriage are a sinful offense to God.?®
We deny that the prevalent presence of sexual desires contrary to those sanctioned in Scripture makes
them valid, good, or acceptable sexual expressions for humanity. We deny that immoral sexual desires and
activities are ever made moral by consenting parties or subjective feelings.?®

Divorce & Remarriage

1.

We believe God instituted marriage as a lifelong union of steadfast love and faithfulness between husband
and wife. While God hates divorce, out of the hardness of man’s heart, Scripture permits divorce in cases
of adultery or abandonment by an unbelieving spouse. Abandonment is the willful, prolonged physical
desertion by a spouse who has no intention of returning to fulfill marital responsibilities. This unrepentant
refusal to reconcile makes a faithful union impossible and constitutes grounds for divorce. Although

21 Gen 2:18-25; Matt 19:4-6; Mark 10:6-9; 1 Cor 7:10-16; 2 Cor 6:14; Eph 5:22-33; 1 Pet 3:1-7.
22 Gen 2:24; Lev 18:22; Rom 1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9-10; 7:1-5; Heb 13:4.

23 Gen 3:16-19; 1 Cor 11:3; Eph 5:22-33; Col 3:18-19; Titus 2:4-5; 1 Pet 3:1-7.

24 Acts 5:29; 1 Cor 11:3; Eph 5:22-33; Col 3:18-19.

25 Gen 2:24; Lev 18:1-30; Matt 19:4-6; Rom 1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9-20; Eph 5:3-5; 1 Thess 4:3-8.
26 Gen 2:24; Lev 18:22-23; Matt 5:28; Rom 1:26-27; 1 Cor 6:9-10; Gal 5:19-21.



permitted in these cases, divorce should only be pursued after extended efforts toward repentance and
reconciliation have been rejected. We affirm that God, in His grace, is able to heal and restore even deeply
broken marriages. We also affirm that remarriage is permitted for the spouse who sought reconciliation,
but only when the divorce was on biblical grounds. In cases where a person was married and divorced as a
non-Christian on unbiblical grounds, we affirm that through repentance and faith, they become new
creations in Christ. Remarriage to a believer may be pursued, provided genuine attempts were made to
reconcile with their former spouse, if possible.?’

We deny that divorce is justified for reasons like irreconcilable differences, lack of affection or fulfiliment,
or incompatibility. We also deny that adultery or abandonment are automatic grounds for divorce without
efforts for reconciliation. Where biblical grounds are absent, divorce is a sinful action against God’s design
for marriage.?®

Sin

We believe that sin is fundamentally unbelief—a refusal to trust in God and submit to His Word. In the
beginning, man was innocent of sin and endowed by his Creator with freedom of choice. Through the
temptation of the serpent, Adam willingly transgressed the command of God and fell from his original
innocence. Adam’s sin brought corruption upon the human race, whereby everyone born of Adam is born
enslaved to sin and under God’s righteous condemnation, with the exception of Jesus Christ. Having
inherited a nature corrupt and wholly opposed to God and His law, everyone born of Adam deserves God’s
just punishment, known as everlasting hell, without defense or excuse. Only the grace of God can bring
humanity into His holy fellowship and enable us to fulfill our created purpose.?®

In response to Adam’s sin, God placed this world under a curse, and humanity’s environment was
subjected to corruption. Natural disasters, pain, sickness, and death are all reminders that we live in a
fallen world longing to obtain freedom from the bondage of sin.*°

Salvation

We believe that salvation is wholly of God by grace based on the redemption of Jesus Christ. We are saved
by the merit of Jesus’ righteous life, His shed blood for our unrighteousness, and His resurrection from the
dead—not based on our human merit or works. Salvation is of the Lord; therefore, He authors every detail
in redemptive history. Nevertheless, God “desires all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth,” and sinful men always bear the responsibility for their willful rejection of God. Though Scripture
presents a mystery to man regarding the relationship between God’s sovereignty and human responsibility,
we affirm both to be wholly true and wholly compatible in the mind of God.*!

27 Deut 24:1-4; Mal 2:14-16; Matt 19:3-9; Mark 10:2-12; Rom 7:2-3; 1 Cor 7:10-16; 2 Cor 5:17.

28 Mal 2:14-16; Matt 19:3-9; Mark 10:2-12; 1 Cor 7:10-16; 2 Cor 5:18-19.

29 Gen 2:16-17; 3:1-6; Ps 51:5; John 3:3; Rom 1:20; 3:10-12; 5:12; 6:23; Eph 2:1-3.

30 Gen 3:16-19; Job 5:6-7; Eccl 1:14-15; Rom 8:20-22.

31 pg 3:8; John 1:12-13; Acts 2:23; Rom 3:21-28; 5:6-11; 11:33; Eph 2:8-10; 1 Tim 2:3-6; 2 Tim 1:8-9; Titus 3:5.
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Regeneration

We believe regeneration is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit, transforming the sinner into a born-
again, new creation in Christ. This instantaneous transformation occurs solely by the power of the Holy
Spirit through the Word of God, as the repentant sinner, enabled by the Spirit, responds in faith to God’s
provision of salvation. We believe that genuine regeneration is evidenced by the fruit of the Spirit and that
every true believer produces good works in proportion to their abiding in Christ through faith.?

Election

1.

We believe election is an act of God in which, before the foundation of the world, He sovereignly and
graciously chose those whom He would regenerate, save, and sanctify in Christ. In divine election, God’s
foreknowledge is not a response to human choice; instead, it is His intimate, relational knowledge of His
people even before they came into existence.

We believe that sovereign election does not contradict or bypass the responsibility of man to repent and
trust Christ as Savior and Lord. All whom the Father calls to Himself come in faith, and all who come in
faith the Father will receive.

We believe that the unmerited favor that God grants to totally depraved sinners is not related to any
initiative or works of their own but is solely given according to His sovereign grace and mercy.*®

We believe that God is truly sovereign, and He exercises sovereignty in harmony with His other attributes,
especially His omniscience, goodness, justice, holiness, wisdom, grace, and love. God’s sovereignty
carries out His will in a manner consistent with His perfect character, as revealed in the life of our Lord
Jesus Christ. At the consummation of redemptive history, no one will be able to charge God of
wrongdoing in divine election.3®

Justification

We believe that justification before God is an act of God by which He declares righteous those who,
through faith in Christ, repent of their sins and confess Him as sovereign Lord. This righteousness is apart
from any virtue or work of man and involves the imputation of our sins to Christ and the imputation of
Christ’g righteousness to us. By this means, God is “just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus.”%’

Sanctification

1.

We believe every believer is sanctified (set apart unto priesthood to God), declared holy, and identified as
a saint. This sanctification is positional and instantaneous and should not be confused with ongoing
transformation. This sanctification has to do with the believer’s standing and responsibilities before God,
not his present walk or condition.3®

32 Ezek 36:26-27; John 3:5-6; 15:5; 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 5:22-23; Eph 2:8-10; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet 1:23.
33 Rom 8:29-30; Eph 1:3-12; 2 Thess 2:13; 2 Tim 2:10; 1 Pet 1:1-2.

34 Exod 18:23; Matt 11:28; John 3:16-21; 6:37-44; Acts 13:48; Rom 9:22-23; 10:9-13; Phil 1:29.
35 Rom 5:6-11; 9:15-16; Eph 1:4-7; Titus 3:4-7; 1 Pet 1:2.

36 Deut 32:4; Ps 145:17; Matt 11:25-28; Rom 9:11-16; 33-36; 2 Tim 1:9.

37 Rom 3:21-26; 4:5-6; 5:1; 8:33; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 2:16; Phil 3:9; Col 2:14.

38 Acts 20:32; 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11; 2 Thess 2:13; Heb 2:11; 3:1; 10:10, 14; 13:12; 1 Pet 1:2; 2:9-10.



2.

We believe there is also ongoing transformation, by the work of the Holy Spirit, to conform believers to
the image of Christ. Indwelled by the Holy Spirit, the believer’s sanctified status becomes motivation to
increasingly live out what we are already declared to be in Christ. Through the empowering of the Holy
Spirit, the believer is able to live a life of increasing faith, love for God and others, submission to
righteousness, and obedience to the Word of God—becoming more and more like our Lord Jesus Christ.®
We believe that every saved person is involved in a daily conflict—the new creation in Christ doing battle
against spiritual darkness. All claims to eradicating sin in this life are unscriptural, but provision is made
for victory through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. This struggle with sin stays with the believer
throughout this earthly life until Jesus returns or until the believer goes to be with the Lord.*

Security

1.
2.

We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God’s power and are secure in Christ forever.*!

We believe that through God’s Word, the Holy Spirit bears witness to genuine believers that they are
children of God. It is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation through the
testimony of God’s Word. However, God’s Word clearly forbids the use of Christian liberty as an occasion
for sinful living, selfishness, self-righteousness, and carnality.*?

The Believer’s Separateness

1.

2.

We believe that separation from sin is called for throughout the Old and New Testament and that the
Scriptures indicate that in the last days, apostasy and worldliness shall increase.*®

We believe that out of deep gratitude for the undeserved grace of God granted to us, and because our
glorious God is worthy of our total consecration, all the saved should live in such a manner as to
demonstrate our adoring love to God and so as to not bring reproach upon our Lord and Savior. We also
teach that separation from all religious apostasy, false teachers, and sinful practices is commanded of us by
God.*

We believe Christians should be increasingly devoted to our Lord Jesus Christ and continually pursue
faithfulness to Him. We affirm that the Christian life is a life of obedience to God and that believers, as
citizens of God’s righteous kingdom, are called to reflect the life of Jesus taught in the Beatitudes.*
Christian liberty is the freedom Christ has secured for believers under the gospel. It consists of deliverance
from the guilt and penalty of sin, the access we have to God through Christ, and the joyful obedience we
offer. Because God alone is Lord of the conscience, He has freed His people from the doctrines and
commands of men that contradict His Word, especially in matters of faith and devotion to God. However,
Christian liberty must never be used as a license for sin or a cover for indulging the flesh. To do so
undermines the very purpose of our freedom, which is that, having been set free from the dominion of sin,
we might gladly serve the Lord in holiness and righteousness all our days. Likewise, Christian liberty must
not be used to resist or reject God-ordained authority, whether in the church or civil society. Those who do
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so may rightly be held accountable and subject to the loving discipline of the church, for such liberty is
never freedom from God’s rule, but freedom to live joyfully under it.*°

Glorification

1. We believe that glorification is the final step in the salvation of believers, whereby, at Christ’s return, the
redeemed are fully conformed to the image of Christ, liberated from sin, and given resurrected,
incorruptible bodies. This transformation completes our adoption as sons and daughters of God, bringing
us into His presence to everlastingly experience unhindered fellowship and joy with Him.*’

2. We affirm that glorification is solely the work of God’s grace, in which believers are made like Christ in
holiness and perfection. As Christ’s glorified people, we will share in Jesus’ glory as co-heirs in God’s
everlasting kingdom. This glorified state of humanity fulfills God’s purpose of redemption, enabling His
people to worship and enjoy Him forever.*®

The Church

1. We believe the Holy Spirit immediately baptizes all who place their faith in Jesus Christ into one united
spiritual body, the Church, the holy temple of the Lord, the bride of Christ, of which Christ is the head.*®

2. We believe that the formation of the church, the bride of Christ, began on the Day of Pentecost and will be
completed at the coming of Christ for His bride at the rapture. The Church was not present in Eden or at
Mt. Sinai but was a mystery not fully revealed until Pentecost and the writing of the New Testament.°

3. We believe the Church is a unique spiritual community formed by God, comprising of all born-again
believers—Jews and Gentiles—in this present age. The Church is distinct from Israel and was established
in part to provoke Israel to jealousy and repentance over their rejection of the Messiah. This distinction is
not to promote quarreling but to affirm that ethnic descent from Abraham does not, by itself, make
someone a child of God or a participant in the New Covenant. Furthermore, this distinction highlights that
God’s promises extend beyond ethnic ties, emphasizing faith in Christ as the basis of covenant inclusion.
This distinction also assures us that God has not forgotten His promise to restore a remnant of Israel to true
worship and to fulfill the Old Testament covenants. In the New Testament, the mystery revealed is that
both Jews and Gentiles are made partakers of the New Covenant. When Christ returns, His covenant
fulfillment will include a peaceful and prosperous land, a righteous King, the true worship of God’s
people, salvation to the ends of the earth, and the everlasting dwelling of God with His people.>*

4. We believe the establishment and continuity of local churches are taught and defined in the New
Testament Scriptures and that the members of the one spiritual body are commanded to partake together in
local assemblies.>

5. We believe that Christ is the supreme authority over the Church. We deny that Apostles (people taught
directly by Jesus and invested with the authority to speak on His behalf, such as Peter and Paul) are in the
church today. Under Jesus’ headship, Scripture establishes two continuing offices within the local church:
elders and deacons. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus appoints biblically qualified elders (also called

46 Rom. 6:17-18; 8:1-2; 13:1-2; 14:4; Gal. 5:1, 13; Col. 2:20-23; Titus 2:11-14; 1 John 4:18-19.
47 Rom 8:23; 1 Cor 15:35-57; Phil 3:20-21; Col 3:4; 1 John 3:2.

48 Rom 8:17-18; 2 Cor 4:17; 2 Thess 2:14; Rev 21:3-4; 22:3-5.

49 Acts 1:4-8; Rom 12:4-5; 1 Cor 12:12-13; Gal 3:27-28; Eph 2:19-22; 4:4-6; Col 1:18.

50 Acts 2; Eph 3:1-12; 4:11-13; 5:25-27; 1 Thess 4:13-18; Rev 19:7-9.

51 Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36-37; Zech 12-14; Acts 15:14-21: Rom 9-11; Gal 3; Eph 2:14-16; 3:4-6.
52 Acts 2:42-47;14:23; 1 Cor 12:12-26; Phil 1:1; Col 1:2; 1 Thess 1:1; Heb 10:24-25; Rev 2-3.



10.

11.

overseers) to serve sacrificially in each congregation. Elders lead the local church under Christ’s headship
by teaching God’s Word, guarding sound doctrine, accounting for church members, equipping the saints
for the work of the ministry, governing, praying, exemplifying Christlikeness, appointing ministers (such
as other elders, teachers, deacons, and missionaries), enacting church discipline, and shepherding God’s
people toward maturity in Christ and the fulfillment of God’s mission. Biblically qualified deacons are
appointed by the elders to assist with practical needs within the church, ensuring that the ministry of the
Word and prayer remain unhindered.>

We believe that elders are to lead as sacrificial servants of Christ and have delegated authority from Christ
to shepherd His church. The congregation is to honor their elders, imitate them, obey them, pray for them,
and submit to their leadership willingly and joyfully, knowing that their elders have God-given
responsibilities to oversee their souls.>*

We believe that in the Church, redemption in Christ gives men and women an equal share in the blessings
of salvation; nevertheless, some roles and responsibilities within the church are designated to biblically
qualified men. We believe that the office of elder in the church is for men who meet Scripture’s
requirements, including being above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness or violence, gentle, not quarrelsome, and
managing their household well. We also believe women are not permitted to teach over men in the local
church; however, biblically qualified women are able to serve as deacons. Though the office of elder is
designated to biblically qualified men, elders are appointed for the sacrificial service of both men and
women. Both men and women are essential for the work of the ministry. Both must be equipped to serve
together for God’s glory. Both must co-labor to evangelize the lost, disciple the saints, and reach the
nations with the gospel.>®

We believe in the importance of discipleship, mutual accountability of all believers to each other, and the
need to discipline sinning members of the congregation in accordance with the standards of Scripture.>®
Under the authority of Scripture, we believe in the local church’s autonomy following the first-century
ministry of the Apostles. This means our local church is free from any external authority or control, with
the right of self-government and freedom from the interference of any hierarchy of individuals or
organizations. We teach that it is biblical for true churches to cooperate to present and propagate the faith.
However, each local church, through its elders and their interpretation and application of Scripture, should
be the sole judge of the measure and method of its cooperation. The elders should determine all other
matters of membership, policy, discipline, benevolence, and government as well.>’

We believe that the purpose of the church is to glorify God by building itself up in the faith, by instruction
in the Word, by fellowship (partnership in God’s mission), by spiritual service (worship), by keeping the
ordinancgs, by praising our Triune God, by proclaiming the gospel, and by making disciples among all the
nations.®

We believe God calls all His saints to the work of service. We teach the responsibility of believers to be
priests to God as He accomplishes His redemptive purposes in the world. To that end, God supplies
laborers to equip the saints for the work of the ministry. God also gives the gift of Himself, the Holy Spirit,

20.

53 Matt 28:18-20; Acts 6:1-4; 14:23; 20:28; Eph 4:11-16; Col 1:18; 1 Tim 3:1-13; 5:17; 1 Pet 5:1-4.

54 1 Thess 5:12-13; 1 Tim 5:17-22; Heb 13:7, 17-18; 1 Pet 5:1-3.

%5 Rom 16:1-3; Gal 3:28; Phil 4:2-3; 1 Tim 2:11-15; 3:1-7; 5:17-20; Titus 1:5-9.

%6 Matt 18:15-17; 28:18-20; 1 Cor 5:1-5; Gal 6:1-2; Eph 4:15-16; 2 Thess 3:14-15; Titus 3:10-11; Heb 10:24-15; Jas 5:13—

57 Acts 14:23; 20:28; 1 Cor 5:1-6:6; 2 Cor 8:1-5; Heb 13:17; 1 Pet 5:1-4.
%8 ps 150; Matt 28:18-20; Luke 22:19-20; Acts 1:8; 2:42-47; Eph 3:20-21; 4:11-13; Heb 10:24-15; 1 Pet 2:9; 1 John 1:7.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

so that every believer is uniquely empowered to build up the body of Christ and serve in God’s worldwide
mission.>®

We believe Scripture distinguishes between gifts given to the Apostles and gifts given to the rest of the
body of Christ. The Apostles and their close associates were equipped with unique miraculous gifts—such
as signs, wonders, and revelations—that served to authenticate their authority and the gospel they
proclaimed. These gifts were specific to the foundational role of the Apostles in establishing the early
church and delivering the complete revelation of the New Testament. In light of the completion and
sufficiency of Scripture, we believe there are no prophets in the church today, as God’s Word provides all
the prophecy we need to live faithfully, trusting in Christ’s return. While the miraculous “at-will” gifts of
the Apostles are not to be expected today, God still works miracles at His prerogative to accomplish His
mission. Believers are called to test all things, as Satan is capable of producing counterfeit miracles to
deceive. Gifts given to the church today are to be used in love, order, and humility as we seek to glorify
God and build one another up in the faith.°

We believe that no believer possesses the “at-will” gift of healing today but that God does heal. He will
hear and answer the prayer of faith and will answer in accordance with His own perfect will for the sick,
suffering, and afflicted.5!

We believe that two ordinances have been committed to the local church: baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
Christian baptism, as normally practiced by immersion, is the solemn and beautiful testimony of a believer
showing forth their faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Savior and their union with Him in death to sin
and resstérrection to a new life. It is also a sign of fellowship and identification with the visible body of
Christ.

We believe that the Lord’s Supper is the commemoration and proclamation of His death until He comes
and should always be preceded by solemn self-examination. We also teach that, whereas the elements of
Communion are only representative of the flesh and blood of Christ, participation in the Lord’s Supper is
nevertheless an actual communion with the risen Christ, who indwells every believer, and so is present,
fellowshipping with His people.®

A biblical church is formed when professing believers, indwelt by the Holy Spirit and united in Christ,
gather under Jesus’ lordship and biblically qualified elders for praise, prayer, instruction in the Scripture,
the ordinances, mutual edification, and the Great Commission. The teaching of the local assembly must be
in continuity with the faith “once for all delivered to the saints” by the prophets, Apostles, and Christ.
Scripture calls believers to commit to a local body for fellowship, accountability, and service. This
commitment includes a public affirmation of faith in Christ through baptism and communion as well as
submission to church elders.®

Christian stewardship is the joyful responsibility of every believer to faithfully manage all that God has
entrusted—time, talents, and treasures—for His glory and the advancement of His kingdom. Motivated by
love for God and others, and a desire to see the gospel advance, believers give sacrificially, cheerfully, and
regularly. While the New Testament does not command a fixed percentage, stewardship of our resources

59 Acts 1:8; Rom 12:1; 1 Cor 12:4-7; Eph 4:11-12; 2 Tim 2:2; 1 Pet 4:10-11; 2 Pet 2:9.

60 Matt 24:24; Acts 2:43; 3:6-7; 5:12; 9:40-41; 14:3; 19:11-12; 2 Cor 12:12; 2 Thess 2:9-10; Heb 2:3-4; Jude 2.
61 2 Cor 12:7-10; Phil 2:25-27; Jas 5:13-16; 2 Cor 1:3-4.

62 Acts 2:37-40; 8:36-39; Rom 6:1-11; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Gal 3:27-28; Col 2:12.

63 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor 10:16; 11:23-29.

64 Matt 28:18-20; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Eph 2:19-22; 5:19-21; Titus 1:5-9; Heb 10:24-25; 13:7; Jude 3.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

should proclaim the Lordship of Christ over all we have. Giving is not merely a duty but an act of worship,
devotion, and trust in God’s provision, and should reflect a heart growing in gospel-shaped generosity.%
By Christ’s appointment, elders have the responsibility to govern the church. This includes admitting new
believers into membership, guarding the church's doctrine and life, exercising church discipline for the
sake of purity, and restoring repentant members to fellowship.®®

While Scripture does not prescribe a hierarchical court system for churches, it does permit the formation of
councils or elder-led gatherings that seek to clarify doctrine, resolve disputes, and encourage unity among
believers. These bodies serve a ministerial, not magisterial, role and are subject to the authority of elders
who properly handle the Word of God. In cases where a dispute arises with a particular elder, the matter
should be brought before the full body of elders for evaluation and resolution. If a dispute involves the
entire elder board, the church may seek counsel from trusted leaders in like-minded churches, while
remaining under the ultimate authority of Scripture and congregational accountability.®’

Elders may establish policies and procedures for the orderly worship and governance of the church, always
under the final authority of Scripture and accountable to Christ. Their decisions are to be received with
respect and humility, so long as they are in harmony with God's Word.®

Worship is the joyful response of God’s redeemed people to His glory and grace. It is to be rendered to
God alone—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and not to angels, saints, or any created being. Since the fall,
true worship is acceptable only through the mediation of Jesus Christ, and must be offered in spirit and in
truth. Prayer, with thanksgiving, is a vital part of worship and is to be offered by all people to God through
Christ, in dependence upon the Holy Spirit. It must align with God’s revealed will and should be offered
for the living, not the dead. Worship includes the reading and preaching of Scripture, congregational
singing, baptism, the Lord’s Supper, acts of compassion, generous giving, evangelism, and other biblical
expressions of devotion. Believers are called to worship God personally, in their families, and in the
gathered church. Worship is to be reverent, joyful, and centered on the gospel, giving all glory to God.%®
From creation, God set apart one day in seven for rest and worship. Under the Old Covenant, this was the
seventh day. Following the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the day was changed to the first day of the week—
the Lord’s Day—as a celebration of the new creation and the risen Christ. The Lord’s Day is a gift of grace
and is to be kept holy unto the Lord through joyful rest, public and private worship, and works of necessity
and mercy. It is a day for assembling with the body of Christ, hearing the Word, remembering the gospel,
and building one another up in faith. Though Christians are not under the ceremonial regulations of the
Mosaic Sabbath, the moral principle of setting apart one day in seven remains. The Lord’s Day helps
reorder our affections toward Christ and prepares us to live for Him in the week ahead. Observing this day
is both an act of obedience and a foretaste of the eternal rest to come.”

Civil Government

Christians may lawfully take oaths in God's name when required by proper authority, provided they do so
with reverence, sincerity, and in matters that are good, just, and aligned with Scripture. However, in

65 Matt 6:19-21; 23:23; 1 Cor 10:31; 2 Cor 9:6-7.

%6 Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:1-13; Gal. 6:1.

67 Acts 15:6-29; 1 Tim 5:19.

68 Heb 3:17

69 Matt. 4:10; John 4:24; Acts 2:42-47; Rom. 12:1; 1 Tim. 2:1-5; Eph. 6:10-20; Heb. 10:19-22.
0 Gen. 2:2-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Matt. 12:1-14; Acts 20:7; Heb. 4:9-11; 10:24-25; Rev. 1:10.
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everyday life, Christ commands believers to avoid careless or unnecessary oaths. Instead, we are to speak
truthfully with simple integrity—letting our “yes” be yes and our “no” be no.”

God has also ordained civil government for the good of society and the restraint of evil. Rulers are
accountable to God to uphold justice, protect the innocent, and punish evildoers. Christians may serve in
civil office and should pursue such roles with integrity, seeking to promote righteousness, peace, and the
common good."?

Though church and state operate in separate spheres, civil authorities must not interfere with the church's
government or its doctrine, worship, or discipline. The church, under Christ’s headship, retains the
exclusive right to administer the ordinances and govern its internal affairs.”

Believers are called to submit to civil authorities, obey their lawful commands, and pray for them, unless
doing so would require disobedience to God."

Angels

We believe angels are created beings and are therefore not to be worshiped. Angels were created to
worship God and to serve Him. In this age, angels are a higher order of creation than man; however, in the
age to come, redeemed humanity in their glorified state will possess an exalted status over angels as co-
heirs with Christ.”

We believe Satan is a created angel who bears the responsibility for the first sin. He incurred the judgment
of God by rebelling against his Creator, by taking numerous angels with him in his fall, and by introducing
sin into the human race by his temptation of Adam and Eve. As a finite creature, Satan does not possess
any divine qualities, such as omniscience (all-knowledge), omnipotence (all-power), and omnipresence
(all-present). He is not God’s equal or counterpart but rather a condemned creature fully subject to God’s
authority and incapable of thwarting any of God’s purposes. While fallen angels (demons) are powerful,
they can never indwell believers or rob them of their salvation. Indwelled by the Holy Spirit, believers are
empowered to resist Satan and the spiritual forces of darkness that assail them.’®

We believe that Satan is the open and declared enemy of God and man; that he is the prince of this world
who has been defeated through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; and that he shall be everlastingly
punished in the lake of fire.”’

Last Things

Death & the Intermediate State

1.

We believe that upon physical death, there is a separation of soul and body that persists for believers until
the first resurrection and persists for unbelievers until the second resurrection. Upon physical death, the
souls of believers immediately enter the presence of God, experiencing conscious joy and fellowship with
Christ in heaven, awaiting the consummation of their redemption. Upon physical death, the souls of

L Deut. 6:13; Ps. 15; Eccl 5:4-6; Matt 5:33-37.

2 prov. 29:2; Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:13-17.

73 Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 5:29.

4 Acts 5:29; 1 Tim. 2:1-2; Titus 3:1.

5 ps 103:20-21; Rom 8:17; 1 Cor 6:3; Col 1:16; Heb 1:6-7, 14; 2:5-7; Rev 19:10.

76 Job 42:2; Ps 86:8; John 10:28-29; Rom 8:38-39; Eph 1:13-14; 6:10-20; Jas 4:7; 1 John 4:4; Rev 12:1-14.
" Gen 3:1-5; Matt 25:41; 2 Cor 4:4; Col 2:15; Heb 2:14-15; 1 Pet 5:8; 1 John 3:8; Rev 20:10.
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unbelievers enter a state of conscious torment and separation from God’s blessing, awaiting final
judgment. This intermediate state is distinct from the final state, which follows the resurrection of the
body, where believers will inhabit the new heavens and new earth and unbelievers will face everlasting
punishment in hell.”

2. We deny that the intermediate state involves soul sleep, unconscious existence, annihilation, reincarnation,
or any ongoing purification of sins. We also deny the existence of purgatory or any temporary place where
sins can be atoned for by the deceased or through the actions of the living, as this undermines the
sufficiency of Christ’s atonement. Accordingly, practices such as prayers for the dead, baptisms on behalf
of the dead, or any religious acts aimed at altering the everlasting state of the deceased are also
categorically rejected.”

Rapture & Tribulation

1. We believe in the rapture, when Christ will return to gather His people, those who are both dead and alive,
to meet Him in the air. This event will precede the seven-year great Tribulation, during which God’s wrath
will be poured out on a Christ-rejecting world. We affirm that on earth, the Tribulation will be a time of
judgment for unbelievers and a period of spiritual refining for the nation of Israel. In heaven, the
Tribulation period will involve the judgment seat of Christ, when Christ will reward believers according to
their Spirit-produced works and then partake in the marriage supper of the Lamb. We affirm that many
unbelievers from Israel and the nations will come to faith in Christ during the Tribulation, becoming part
of God’s redeemed. Those who become believers during the Tribulation and survive until Christ’s second
coming will enter the Millennium in their natural bodies.®°

2. We deny that the rapture and the second coming of Christ, which begins His millennial reign, are the same
event, as they serve distinct purposes in God’s redemptive plan. We also deny that the pre-Tribulation
Church will be present on earth to experience God’s wrath during that period.5!

Christ’s Return & Reign

1. We believe in the visible, bodily return of Jesus Christ to earth at the end of the Tribulation to establish His
millennial reign. At that time, the Old Testament and Tribulation saints will be resurrected, the Antichrist
and False Prophet will be cast into the lake of fire, and Satan will be bound for a thousand years, fulfilling
the seventieth week of Daniel’s prophecy. During this reign, Christ, the true Davidic King, will rule with a
rod of iron, calling rebellious nations to find blessing in Him or face His wrath. He will govern with
perfect justice and righteousness, fulfilling God’s promises to Israel and demonstrating His sovereign
authority over all nations. At the end of the thousand years, Satan will be released to deceive the nations
and lead them in a final rebellion against the saints and the beloved city, where he and his forces will be
defeated. Satan will then be cast into the lake of fire, joining the Antichrist and False Prophet, to be
tormented day and night forever.®2

2. We deny any spiritualized or allegorical interpretation that equates the Church age with the Millennium,
which undermines its literal future fulfillment established at Christ’s return. We reject the notion that the
Church has replaced Israel in God’s covenant promises or that Christ’s reign is limited to a spiritual

8 Job 19:25-27; Eccl 12:7; Luke 16:22-23; 23:43; John 11:25-26; 2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:23; Rev 6:9-11; 20:4-6.
9 Luke 16:26; John 5:28-29; 1 Cor 15:42-44; 2 Cor 5:10; Heb 9:27; Rev 20:12-15.

80 pan 12:1-3; Zech 13:8-9; 1 Cor 15:51-52; 1 Thess 4:16-17; 2 Thess 2:1-12; Rev 19:7-9.

81 Matt 24:29-31; 1 Thess 5:9; Rev 6:15-17.

82 pg 2; Isa 11:4-9; Dan 9:24-27; Zech 8:3; 12-14; Matt 24:30; Rev 19:11-21; 20:1-10.
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kingdom in believers’ hearts during this age. We also deny that Satan is currently bound or that the Church
will achieve dominion over all areas of life, resulting in a Christianized world before Christ’s return.

Final Judgment & Blessing

1. We believe that all people, righteous and unrighteous, will be resurrected bodily. After Satan’s final defeat,
Jesus Christ will judge all unbelievers at the Great White Throne Judgment. Believers will be transformed
into glorified bodies, and creation will be liberated from corruption. Christ will establish the new heavens
and earth, where only righteousness dwells and all of God’s redeemed will live with Him forever.
Unbelievers will be raised bodily to face everlasting death, enduring conscious torment in a literal hell,
everlastingly separated from the blessed presence of the Lord. We affirm that the judgment of the
righteous and unrighteous is everlasting and unchangeable.?*

2. We deny any allegorical interpretation that views hell as anything other than a literal place. We reject
universalism, which teaches that all people will eventually be saved, and annihilationism, which claims
that the unsaved will cease to exist rather than face everlasting punishment. We also deny that believers
will exist as disembodied spirits in heaven or become angels, living as anything other than embodied
humans. We also deny that Christ’s judgment of the righteous and the unrighteous can ever be altered.®

83 Isa 65:17—-25; Ezek 37:21-28; Acts 1:6—7; 1 Cor 15:24-26; Rev 20:4-6.
84 Dan 12:2; Matt 25:31-46; John 5:28-29; 1 Cor 15:51-53; Rev 20:11-15; 21:1-4; 22:3-5.
85 Matt 13:41-42; 25:46; Luke 16:23-24; 2 Thess 1:8-9; Rev 20:10; 21:8.
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Appendix 1

Abuse Terminology
1. Abuse is the pattern of sinful, selfish mistreatment of another made in God’s image, whereby moral
agency, freedom of conscience informed by God’s Word, and God-given human dignity is violated by
harmful acts (physical, sexual, verbal) or schemes to perpetuate oppression and unbiblical control. Acts of
abusesgrgvile practices arising from selfish ambition and bitter jealousy, born from sinful desires in the
heart.*

a.

b.

Physical abuse encompasses actions that harm the body including but not limited to beatings,
sexual assault, physical or sexual coercion, sleep deprivation, starvation, or confinement.

Verbal abuse involves patterns of degrading and dehumanizing communication in all forms,
including threats of violence to spouse or child, threats of continued abuse, threats of suicide and
self-harm, lying, and manipulation. Spiritual manipulation may happen when misuses or
misinterpretations of Scripture are enforced in order to be a stumbling block, oppress, or control
another person.

Scheming includes intentional efforts and plotting by the abuser to inflict harm by threatening
future abuse, continuing abusive behaviors, concealing past abuse, or hiding the scope of the abuse.
Scheming against another can consist of limiting access to material assets, isolating from social
relationships, and controlled monitoring of the individual. While scheming can take many forms, it
is marked by evil intentions and using resources to inflict harm.

Restricting material assets in order to perpetuate abuse may include, but is not limited to,
intentionally cutting off access to finances, neglecting familial fiduciary responsibilities, limiting
ability to communicate and travel, and blackmailing. This obviously does not include the biblical
stewardship of resources like budgeting.

Restricting relational support in order to perpetuate abuse may include, but is not limited to,
isolating the abused from family, church, friends, and other social connections and deceiving
outsiders for the purpose of concealment. This does not include the clear biblical principle of
leaving and cleaving.

Monitoring the abused in order to perpetuate abuse may include, but is not limited to, surveillance
through cameras, cellphone activity, financial transactions, other technology, or co-conspirators.5®
This does not include the use of technology for safety or proper stewardship of such things as
security cameras, cellphones, bank statements, etc.

2. Abuse is a grave sin against God’s design for human dignity and the sanctity of marriage. In cases of
abuse, the primary responsibility of a biblical counselor is to ensure the safety of the abused and facilitate
separation from harm. While abuse itself is not considered grounds for divorce, physical separation
becomes a means of pursuing repentance and transformation for the abuser and healing and forgiveness for
the abused. We believe that the gospel has the power to transform abusers to repent and be renewed into
Christlike, humble servants and that safe and restored marriages are possible in cases of abuse. Where the
abuser is unrepentant and reconciliation is not viable, prolonged separation may lead to abandonment. In
such cases, church leaders may prayerfully consider whether the abuse constitutes desertion, thereby
meeting the criteria for biblical divorce on the grounds of abandonment.

8 Exod 3:9-10; Deut 26:6-8; Ps 10; Isa 19:20; 30:12-13; 49:26; Matt 20:25-28, Jas 3:16.

87 point 1 and its subpoints are taken from ACBC’s Definitions and Parameters for Abuse. https://abuse.biblicalcounseling.com/
8 pss 5:6; 7:14; 35:4; 40:14; 70:2; 71:10.

8 Consider Jonadab in 2 Sam 13:3-6.
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Recognized Old Testament Books

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges

Ruth

1 Samuel
10. 2 Samuel
11. 1 Kings

12. 2 Kings

13. 1 Chronicles
14. 2 Chronicles
15. Ezra

16. Nehemiah
17. Esther

18. Job

19. Psalms

20. Proverbs
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Recognized New Testament Books

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Acts

Romans

1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians
Galatians

10. Ephesians

11. Philippians

12. Colossians

13. 1 Thessalonians
14. 2 Thessalonians
15. 1 Timothy

16. 2 Timothy

17. Titus

18. Philemon

19. Hebrews
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Appendix 2
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24.
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28.
29.
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32.
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39.

20.
21.
22.
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Song of Solomon
Isaiah
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Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
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Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John
Jude
Revelation
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10.

11.

CENTRAL CHURCH CATECHISM

What is the chief end of man?
Man's chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.

What rule has God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him?
The Word of God, which is the Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament, is the only
infallible rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him.

What do the Scriptures principally teach?
The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God and what duty God
requires of man.

Who is God?
God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness,
justice, goodness, and truth.

Are there more gods than one?
There is one only, the living and true God.

How many persons are there in the Godhead?
There are three persons in the Godhead: The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and these three
are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.

What are the decrees of God?

The decrees of God are His wise and holy purposes by which He ordains all things for His glory.
Though He is not the author of sin, He has sovereignly ordained all things, including creation,
the Fall, judgment, and salvation, in a manner consistent with all His perfections, including
righteousness, holiness, love, and goodness.

How does God execute His decrees?
God executes His decrees in the works of creation, providence, and grace.

What is the work of creation?
The work of creation is God’s making all things by the Word of His power, and all very good.

How did God create man?
God created man, male and female, in uprightness and in His own image, endowed with all the
attributes of moral agency.

What are God's works of providence?
God's works of providence are His preserving and so governing His creatures and overruling
their actions to manifest His wisdom, power, and goodness in promoting their welfare.



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

What special act of providence did God exercise toward man in the estate wherein he was
created?

When God had created man, He created him for a life of paradise and unhindered fellowship
with Him upon condition of perfect obedience, forbidding man to eat of the tree of knowledge of
good and evil upon pain of death.

Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein they were created?
Our first parents willingly rebelled against their Creator, falling from the estate wherein they
were created by sinning against God.

What is sin?
Sin is any want of conformity unto or transgression of the law of God.

What was the sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein they were created?
The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein they were created was their
disobedience to God's command by eating the forbidden fruit.

What effect did Adam's sin have upon his posterity?
Adam's sin corrupted his moral nature and alienated him from God, and all mankind descending

from him by ordinary generation inherit this corruption of nature and become subject to sin and
death.

Into what estate did the Fall bring mankind?
The Fall brought mankind into a state of alienation from God, which is spiritual death.

What does God require, that we may escape the punishment due to sin?
To escape punishment due to sin, God requires of us repentance toward Him and faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ.

What is repentance toward God?
Repentance toward God is that exercise whereby the sinner, out of a true sense of his guilt, with
grief and hatred of sin, turns from it.

What is faith in Jesus Christ?
Faith in Jesus Christ, the ability of which is of grace, is receiving and resting upon Him alone for
salvation as He is offered to us in Scripture.

What are the evils of that estate into which mankind fell?

Mankind, in consequence of the Fall, has no communion with God, discerns not spiritual things,
prefers sin to holiness, and suffers from the fear of death and remorse of conscience and from the
apprehension of future punishment.

Did God leave mankind to perish in this estate?
No. God, out of His mere good pleasure and love, provided salvation for humanity.
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How did God provide salvation for mankind?
By giving His Son, who became man, and so was and continues to be both God and man in one
person, to be a propitiation for sin.

How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?
Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking to Himself a true body and a reasonable soul,
being conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, yet without sin.

What offices does Christ execute as our Redeemer?
Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the office of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in His
estate of humiliation and exaltation.

How does Christ execute the office of a prophet?
Christ executes the office of a prophet in revealing to us, by His Word and Spirit, the will of God
for our salvation.

How does Christ execute the office of a priest?
Christ executes the office of a priest in having once offered Himself a sacrifice for sin, in
reconciling us to God, and in making continual intercessions for us.

How does Christ execute the office of a king?
Christ executes the office of a king in ruling and defending us and in restraining and conquering
all His and our enemies.

Wherein did Christ's humiliation consist?
Christ's humiliation consisted in His incarnation and the liabilities therewith connected,
especially in His being made a sin-offering for us and in His death and burial.

Wherein does Christ’s exaltation consist?

Christ’s exaltation consists in His resurrection from the dead on the third day, in ascending up
into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming to judge the world on
the last day.

How do we become partakers of the redemption provided by Christ?
We become partakers of the redemption provided by Christ through the application of it to us by
the Holy Spirit.

How does the Holy Spirit apply to us the redemption provided by Christ?
The Holy Spirit applies to us the merits of Christ’s death by taking the things that are Christ's and
showing them to us, thus enabling us to believe to the saving of our souls.

What is the work of the Holy Spirit?
The work of the Holy Spirit is to reprove the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; to
regenerate, comfort, and guide those who trust in Christ.
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What benefits do those united to Christ derive from this union in this life?
Those who are united to Christ are justified, regenerated, adopted, sanctified, and enabled to
grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.

What is justification?

Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein He pardons all our sins and accepts us as
righteous in His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us and received by faith
alone.

What is regeneration?
Regeneration is the renewal of the heart by the Holy Spirit, which constitutes us new creatures in
Christ and enables us to love and enjoy God.

What is adoption?
Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received into the number and have a right
to all the privileges of the sons of God.

What is growth in grace?

To grow in grace is to increase in the knowledge of spiritual things, to come to a deeper
consciousness of our moral frailties and of our need of God’s sustaining grace, by which alone
we are enabled more faithfully to execute our vow of consecration, restrain our passions, and
rejoice in the assurance that all things work together for our ultimate good.

What benefits do believers receive from Christ at their death?
The spirits of believers are, at death, freed from all temptation, all occasions of sin and suffering,
and pass immediately into glory.

What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?

At the resurrection, the spirits of believers are clothed with spiritual and incorruptible bodies,
fashioned like unto Christ’s glorious body, and made perfectly blessed in the full enjoyment of
God forever.

What does God require of man?
God requires man's obedience to His revealed will.

What rule of obedience did God reveal to man?
The moral law.

Wherein is the moral law summarily comprehended?
The moral law is summarily comprehended in the Ten Commandments.

What is the sum of the Ten Commandments?
The sum of the Ten Commandments is to love the Lord our God with all our mind and heart and
to love our neighbor as ourselves.
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What is the preface to the Ten Commandments?
The preface to the Ten Commandments is in these words: “I am the Lord your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”

What does the preface to the Ten Commandments teach?
The preface to the Ten Commandments teaches that because God is the Lord and our God and
Redeemer, we are bound to keep all His commandments.

Which is the first commandment?
The first commandment is: “You shall have no other gods before me.”

What is required in the first commandment?
The first commandment requires us to acknowledge and worship the true God only.

What is forbidden in the first commandment?
The first commandment forbids the worship of any other than the true God.

What is specifically taught by the words "before me" in the first commandment?
The words "before me" in the first commandment teach that God is much displeased with the sin
of having any other god.

Which is the second commandment?

The second commandment is: “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under
the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of
those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.”

What is required in the second commandment?
The second commandment requires that the worship of God shall be maintained in its simplicity
and purity.

What is forbidden in the second commandment?
The second commandment forbids the worshiping of God by images or in any other way not
appointed in His Word.

What are the reasons annexed to the second commandment?
The reasons annexed to the second commandment are God’s sovereignty over us, His ownership
of us, and His zeal for His own worship.

Which is the third commandment?
The third commandment is: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the
Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.”
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What is required in the third commandment?
The third commandment requires the holy and reverent use of God’s name.

What is forbidden in the third commandment?
The third commandment forbids all profanity or improper use of God’s name.

What is the reason annexed to the third commandment?

The reason annexed to the third commandment is that, though the violators of this commandment
may escape punishment from men, the Lord our God will not suffer them to escape His righteous
judgment.

Which is the fourth commandment?

The fourth commandment is: “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall
labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you
shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female
servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”

What is required in the fourth commandment?
The fourth commandment requires one day out of seven to be kept as a holy Sabbath unto God.

Which day of the seven had God appointed to be the Sabbath?

God has been pleased to appoint one day in seven to be kept holy unto Him, which, from the
beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, was the last day of the week. After the
resurrection of Christ, it was changed to the first day of the week, which, in the Scriptures, is
called the Lord’s Day.

How is the Sabbath to be sanctified?

The Sabbath is to be sanctified by setting it apart as a day of rest patterned after God’s own rest,
engaging in worship publicly and privately, and using the day to reflect on God’s grace while
doing works of necessity and mercy.

What is forbidden in the fourth commandment?

The fourth commandment warns against neglecting the rest and worship that the day is meant to
provide, as well as treating it with indifference by disregarding its purpose for spiritual renewal,
trust in God’s provision, and devotion to Him.

What are the reasons annexed to the fourth commandment?

The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment are God’s provision of six days for labor, His
establishment of a day of rest for humanity’s benefit, His own example of resting, and the
anticipation of the ultimate rest that awaits His people.

Which is the fifth commandment?
The fifth commandment is: “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in
the land that the Lord your God is giving you.”
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What is required in the fifth commandment?
The fifth commandment requires children to honor their parents and to obey them in all things
lawful.

What is forbidden in the fifth commandment?
The fifth commandment forbids all kinds of dishonor and disobedience, in things lawful, toward
parents.

What is the reason annexed to the fifth commandment?
The reason annexed to the fifth commandment is a promise of blessing, as far as it shall serve for
God’s glory and their own good, to all such as keep this commandment.

Which is the sixth commandment?
The sixth commandment is: “You shall not murder.”

What is required in the sixth commandment?
The sixth commandment requires all lawful endeavors to preserve our own lives and the lives of
others.

What is forbidden in the sixth commandment?
The sixth commandment forbids the taking away of our own life, or the life of another,
unlawfully, or whatsoever tends thereunto.

Which is the seventh commandment?
The seventh commandment is: “You shall not commit adultery.”

What is required in the seventh commandment?
The seventh commandment requires chastity in desires and actions.

What is forbidden in the seventh commandment?
The seventh commandment forbids all unchaste desires and actions.

Which is the eighth commandment?
The eighth commandment is: “You shall not steal.”

What is required in the eighth commandment?
The eighth commandment requires honesty in all our dealings with, and conduct toward, others
in regard to property.

What is forbidden in the eighth commandment?
The eighth commandment forbids taking by stealth, by force, or by misrepresentation what justly
belongs to another.

Which is the ninth commandment?
The ninth commandment is: “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”
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What is required in the ninth commandment?
The ninth commandment requires a conscientious regard for truth in reference to others.

What is forbidden in the ninth commandment?
The ninth commandment forbids whatever varies from the truth or conceals it or is injurious to
the good name or rights of another.

Which is the tenth commandment?

The tenth commandment is: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything
that is your neighbor’s.”

What is required in the tenth commandment?
The tenth commandment requires contentment with our own condition, with a right and
charitable frame of spirit toward another and all that is his.

What is forbidden in the tenth commandment?
The tenth commandment forbids all discontentment with our own estate, envying or grieving at
the good of another, and all inordinate motions or affections to anything that is his.

Is any man able perfectly to keep the moral law?
No.

Are all the transgressions of the law equally heinous?
While all sin is an offense against God, some sins are assessed in Scripture as more heinous due
to their nature, intent, and impact.

What does every sin deserve?
Every sin, being an offense against God, deserves God’s wrath and displeasure, both in this life
and in that which is to come.

What are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits of
redemption?

The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits of redemption
are His means of grace, especially the Word, ordinances, and prayer.

How is the Word made effectual to salvation?

The Holy Spirit makes the reading and especially the preaching of the Word an effectual means
of convincing and converting sinners and of building them up in holiness and comfort through
faith unto salvation.

How is the Word to be read and heard so that it may become effectual unto salvation?

That the Word may become effectual unto salvation, we must attend upon it with diligence,
preparation, and prayer; receive it with faith and love; lay it up in our hearts; and practice it in
our lives.
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How do the ordinances become an effectual means of growth in grace to believers?

The ordinances become an effectual means of growth in grace, not from any virtue in them or in
him who administers them, but only by the blessing of Christ and the working of the Holy Spirit
in those who by faith receive them.

What is an ordinance?
An ordinance is a holy practice instituted by Christ, wherein, by sensible signs, Christ and the
benefits of the new covenant are symbolized.

What are the ordinances of the New Testament?
The ordinances of the New Testament are baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

What is baptism?

Water baptism is an ordinance administered in the name of the Trinity and is symbolic of
regeneration. It is an act of allegiance by which professing believers publicly identify themselves
with Christ and His people.

To whom is baptism to be administered?
Baptism is to be administered to believers, those who profess faith in Christ.

What is the Lord’s Supper?

The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance instituted by Christ. It commemorates His death, in
celebration of which the communicant declares his faith in Christ as a crucified, risen, and
ascended Savior who will return without sin unto salvation.

What is required of those who partake of the Lord’s Supper?

Those who partake of the Lord’s Supper must examine themselves to ensure that Christ dwells in
them by faith. They are to come in a manner worthy of the gospel—with reverence, gratitude,
and unity with fellow believers—meditating on the significance of Christ’s body and blood given
for them and anticipating His return.

What is prayer?
Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable to His will, in the name of
Christ, with confession of our sins and thankful acknowledgment of His mercies.

What rule has God given for our direction in prayer?
The whole Word of God is to direct us in prayer, but the special rule of direction is that form of
prayer that Christ taught His disciples, commonly called the Lord’s Prayer.

What does the preface of the Lord’s Prayer teach us?

The preface of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, “Our Father in heaven,” teaches us to draw near to
God with holy reverence and confidence, as children to the Father who is able and ready to help
us, and that we should pray with and for others.



100.What do we pray for in the first petition?
In the first petition, which is, “Hallowed be your name,” we pray that God would enable us and
others to always think and speak of His name with the deepest reverence.

101.What do we pray for in the second petition?
In the second petition, which is, “Your kingdom come,” we pray that Satan’s kingdom may be
destroyed, that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves and others brought into it and
kept in it, and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened.

102.What do we pray for in the third petition?
In the third petition, which is, “Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven,” we pray that God,
by His grace, would make us able and willing to know, obey, and submit to His will in all things,
as the angels do in heaven.

103.What do we pray for in the fourth petition?
In the fourth petition, which is, “Give us this day our daily bread,” we pray that of God’s free
gift, we may receive a competent portion of the good things of this life and enjoy His blessing
with them.

104.What do we pray for in the fifth petition?
In the fifth petition, which is, “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,”
we pray that God, for Christ’s sake, would freely pardon all our sins, which we are encouraged to
ask because by His grace, we are enabled from the heart to forgive others.

105.What do we pray for in the sixth petition?
In the sixth petition, which is, “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,” we
pray that God would either keep us from being tempted to sin or strengthen and rescue us when
we are tempted.

106.What does the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer teach us?
The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, "For yours is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen," teaches us to surrender our requests to God and His everlasting kingdom,
ascribing supremacy, power, and glory to Him alone. In our desire and assurance to be heard, we
say, “Amen.”
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